Books Database Grid Populator 

Class Exercise

February 18, 2004

Note: As always, if the following directions seem too restrictive, feel free to exercise your creativity!

Goal: 

Rewrite the Books Database Grid Populator using a Web Form rather than a Windows Form.  
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The zip file on the Website contains a sample database class for Microsoft Access.  The books database is available on last weeks web site. 

I made a few changes to the database class so that it is completely self-contained.  The connection opens and closes are hidden from the client.  All the client does is set a SQL string value and then pass in a dataset to the GetDataSet method.

Only one button is required.  The only method you need to write is a button_click method (see below).

Private Sub Button1_Click(ByVal sender As System.Object,

         ByVal e As System.EventArgs) Handles Button1.Click

    Dim obj As New BooksAccessDB()

    Dim ds As New DataSet()

    Dim bReturnFlag As Boolean

    Try

        Label3.Text = ""

        obj.sqlString = TextBox1.Text

        bReturnFlag = obj.FillDataSet(ds)

        If (bReturnFlag) Then

            DataGrid1.DataSource = (ds)

            DataGrid1.DataBind()

        End If

    Catch ex As Exception

        Label3.Text = ex.Message

    End Try

End Sub

Note:  The absence of a MessageBox control requires a different strategy for handling errors.  I have chosen to display any returned errors in a large label box.  Also note the different commands for populating a WebForm DataGrid rather than a Windows Form DataGrid.

Add the following imports statement to the WebForm code behind file.

Imports BooksDatabaseClass

